
Coldwater High School School Board Update – October 2019  
The public relations committee at CHS has started a new monthly newsletter for our parents and community members. Each 

month, they work with the staff of CHS to create a publication that highlights many of our events and activities. Below, I will 

add some of the other events that have been occurring in the past month. Please follow this link for the latest edition: 

rmd.me/sbwrNreFi4O   

Homecoming went very well. The week of fun and celebrating our school spirit ended with our annual assembly but due to 

the weather, for the first time in anyone’s memory, we had to cancel the parade and eventually the Friday night football 

game. We left the football field after two delays and celebrated the homecoming court and events in the gymnasium, 

including having the marching band play their halftime show from the stands. We also held our dance and played the football 

game on Saturday. The Cards came out on top, and we all now have what is hopefully a once in a lifetime memory. You can 

see all of our homecoming photos and fun by searching for Coldwater High School on Facebook.  

  

The student participation rate in the events was fantastic, and in the end, the Senior Class of 2020 earned the title of 

Homecoming Champs. A huge thank you goes out to all of the class advisors, Ms. Kiss and the Student Council, the parent 

volunteers, the staff, and the students who all work so hard together to make this a memorable week for everyone at the 

school and in our community! CHS students were challenged to raise $2,019 during the week but were able to raise over 

$2,500 for local charities during our homecoming change challenge. Money was collected during lunches all week and then 

donated to the following local organizations: Branch Area Food Pantry, Humane Society of Branch County, Branch County 

Suicide Prevention Coalition, Branch County Coalition Against Domestic & Sexual Violence, and Cardinals Care.   

Crowned this year as our Homecoming King and Queen were 

Jaxon Janusz and Merna Yaldo! Jaxon is the Treasurer of the 

National Honor Society and a member of the Interact Club. He 

plays varsity football, baseball, and basketball. After 

graduation he would like to join the Navy.  Merna is the 

Historian of the National Honors Society and Vice President of 

her class. She is also a member of the Astra Club and Interact 

Club. Merna also is one of The Bird Squad student section 

leaders. After graduation she plans to pursue a degree in 

business but is unsure where she will attend. Merna and Jaxon 

are pictured here with last year’s king and queen, Gage 

McGuire and Tyler Scheid.  

In addition to our fall homecoming events, we have all been participating in a full month of celebrating our efforts to help 

support the fight against cancer with many “Purple” events. Every sports team sponsored a purple night event where those 

who are battling cancer, those who are survivors, and those who have lost the battle were recognized and remembered. The  

Athletic Boosters also supported the efforts of the schools and the community with the proceeds from their annual 

community tailgate going toward the fund-raising efforts as well. In a final push, the students and staff at CHS, in 

conjunction with the captains of the football team, created a purple challenge to try to raise at least $2,000 in five days. The 

challenge was exceeded and CHS was able to raise $2,200 to add to the total purple fund-raising efforts. The staff and 

students had a great time celebrating the accomplishment and following through with the incentives of giving pies in the 

faces of Mr. Schorfhaar, Mr. Farmer, Mr. Milnes, and Mrs. Wendorf. The four team captains had their heads shaved and  

many people helped to make a Searls Sundae out of Mrs. Searls. Again, our Facebook page “Fight the Fight Assembly 2019” 

album has all of the pictures from the fun event. 
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Our fall season of athletics is quickly coming to a close with many of our teams preparing for their end of season 

tournaments. The girls cross-country team was able to win the conference championship for the first time since 1989, and it 

was recently announced that our Boys Varsity Soccer coach Ken Delaney has been recognized by the coaches association as 

a Coach of Significance as he works with his athletes in regards to their character development and not just wins and losses. 

As we wrap up the fall season, the winter teams are starting to have their pre-season sign up meetings.  

Our 9th Grade Students attended the annual Branch County Career Day Event at the Dearth Center sponsored by the 

Coldwater Area Chamber of Commerce. This open forum activity allowed the students to visit the various career pathways 

that were represented by area employers and learn from people who are actively participating in certain jobs related to those 

fields. Our 10th Grade students are preparing for their visit to the Branch Area Careers Center as they start to decide what 

path they would like to follow in their last two years of high school and how the programs at the BACC could be part of that 

educational plan.    

Our teachers at CHS really go above and beyond what might be expected.  Mr. Henry, in an effort to bring his lessons to life, 

dressed the part of Thomas Jefferson and told the life history and answered questions about Jefferson in the first person.   

Here is a description of the event from Mr. Henry  

In AP US History we were are working on a project that I created during my Barringer Fellowship at Monticello, the home of 

Thomas Jefferson, this summer. The project is a Document Based Question, and with this project students will learn about the 

process of writing a "DBQ" as well as about the Enlightenment in America, and Jefferson's role in the Enlightenment. 

Students have been reading documents and doing research regarding Jefferson and the Enlightenment and started having 

questions about what Jefferson thought/believed about many things. I thought it only natural that they be able to ask Mr. 

Jefferson their questions. So I dressed as Mr. Jefferson and attempted to answer all of their questions in character, based 

upon my research over the years about him and his writings. The students prepared themselves well for a question and 

answer session. For approximately 40 minutes they asked about the Enlightenment, slavery, life at Monticello and other 

topics of interest. Hopefully this will contribute to their understanding of the period and improve their performance on our 

DBQ assignment.  

 
  

  



We had another teacher reach out beyond our walls to help improve life here at CHS. Because of the grant writing efforts of  

Mr. Hostetler, CHS is among 32 schools in the state that received a new water fountain and bottle filling stations, courtesy of 

MESSA and the Delta Dental Foundation. In all, 41 water fountains/bottle filling stations will be installed across the state this 

year, thanks to the program. The Delta Dental Foundation and MESSA previously awarded 95 fountains to 61 schools in  

2018. “Creating a habit of drinking water, instead of sugary drinks, will help students develop a healthy habit for life,” said  

Holli Seabury, Delta Dental Foundation Executive Director. “Sugary drinks are linked to both tooth decay and the 

development of health issues such as Type 2 diabetes. By drinking water, students will be helping their bodies and teeth stay 

healthy and strong so they can succeed in school and in life.”    

MESSA Executive Director Ross Wilson said: “We are thrilled to be partnering with the Delta Dental Foundation on this 

important program. MESSA is committed to supporting education employees as they look to improve their own health while 

modeling good examples for their students.” Also, as part of our prize package, we received reusable water bottles for all 

students and staff members.   

  

We handed out our Honors and Rising Cardinal awards to students based on their final performance in the 2nd semester of 

last year. Students earning an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher for the 2nd semester received an Honor Roll Award and students 

who earned a semester GPA that was at least 0.2 points higher than their last cumulative GPA received a Rising Cardinal 

Award. Some students also earned an additional award if they were on the honor roll for both semesters last year. If last year 

was the first year a student was on the honor roll all year long, they earned a large varsity academic letter. A student who was 

on the honor roll all year for the second or third time has earned a bronze or silver academic medal. Some senior students will 

be on the honor roll all year for the fourth time this year and they will earn a gold academic medal as part of their graduation 

awards. The seniors who graduated in 2019 received all of their awards with their graduation packets. This fall, we were able 

to recognize 325 for earning a 2nd semester Honor Roll certificate, 233 earning a 2nd semester Rising Cardinal certificate, 

156 earning their academic letter, 82 earning a bronze medal, and 51 earning silver medals.   

With so many events and wonderful activities each week, the best way to keep up with us here at CHS is to follow our social 

media posts on Facebook and on Twitter at @LoveCHSCards for Coldwater High School, @goccscards for Coldwater 

Athletics, and @CHSstco for the CHS Student Council feed.   

We are getting closer to our Thanksgiving Break and we are very Thankful for the continued support from the community for 

all of our students and staff here at CHS.   

As always, it’s a great time to be a Cardinal!  

Go Cards!  


